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It’s 2026, Expect Changes, FRCS can help!

We can help!

If you need some assistance in your DOT 
Program, my team and I have solutions.

www.Frontrangecompliance.com

www.DOTUniversity.org

http://www.frontrangecompliance.com/
http://www.dotuniversity.org/


Truck Around & Find 
Out

 

Podcast
Tune in for the latest 
information regarding DOT 
Transportation topics and of 
course my favorite TAFO’s of 
the week!!

Got something you want us to 
share or talk about? 

GREAT!!  Give us a Call, Text 
or Email



Update – Clearinghouse 2020-2025



Are you Reasonable Suspicion Testing? 

Look at the missed opportunities to test! Think about the litigation risk that is 
looming right here in front of us. 
• When is the last time you did Reasonable suspicion Training?



Update – Clearinghouse and CDL Status

In late 2024 the state licensing authorities bagan downgrading any prohibited 
driver (Positive Tested for either Alcohol or Controlled Substances) CDL Class 
A/B/C privileges to a standard driver's license (Non-CDL).

• This means any driver with unresolved drug and/or alcohol 
Clearinghouse violations will lose or be denied the use of their 
CDLs or CLPs.

• If you are not current on your Clearinghouse queries or MVRs, you could get 
surprised with a violation of a Suspended/Cancelled Commercial Drivers 
License.

• FMCSA is cracking down on carriers who are not using the FMCSA 
Clearinghouse!



Update – Clearinghouse Query

All CDL Drivers must be FMCSA Clearinghouse Queried:

• Pre-employment (Full Query): No CDL driver can even be considered for 
employment as a driver unless the Pre-employment Query is completed 
and executed.

• Annually (Limited Query):  At least once annually all employed CDL 
drivers must have at a minimum a Limited Query Completed
• Limited Queries are permissible if you have completed the paper 

Limited Query Consent signed and dated by the driver.

✓ If you need a copy of the consent form, contact us at 
info@frontrangecompliance.com



Update – English Proficiency

All Drivers must be be able to speak English proficiently:

• Roadside inspections will have a two-part process to determine if the 
driver can speak sufficient English. This process will be completed in 
English.
• Part 1 – The Oral Interview – The officer will ask a series of questions and if the 

officer is satisfied, he/she will proceed to Part 2.  However, if the driver fails this 
step they will be placed Out-of-Service.

• Part 2 – Traffic sign recognition – The driver will be presented with document 
with many different traffic/highway signs.  The officer will randomly point at four 
signs, and the driver must properly identify the signs in English.  

The driver must get 3 out of 4 correct.  If the driver fails, they will be placed Out-
of-Service.



Update – CLD Cancellations 
Drivers who have been issued a CDL illegally while on a tempory work 
Visas are now facing CDL CANCELLATIONS.

• Colorado – Audit found that 22% of all CDLs issued were done illegally. 
• On 12/22/2025 FMCSA threaten the State of Colorado to withhold $24 

Million due to Colorado’s lack of corrective action.

• On 12/23/2025 Colorado responded by cancelling 262 CDLs.
• Immediate cancellation of the CDL with a USPS notification mailed to the 

driver.

• State CDL official warned last week, There are more to come! Better be 
prepared because the US Department of Transportation is fired up!

• Other States affected – California, Minnesota, New York, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and Texas



Update – Medical Certification

June 2025 – CDL drivers when renewing the medical certification will 
be subject to the Medical Examiners Reporting Requirements.

• Drivers who fail the medical exam will be reported to the FMCSA.
• This will force the driver to obtain medical treatment and not “Doctor 

Shop” to circumvent the failed medical exam.

• Drivers will still have the medical exam and medical card issued to them 
and they must provide a copy to their employer.

• Medical Examiners (ME) will report the medical results to the State 
Drivers License Authority 
• Failed medical exams will result in a CDL Cancellation



Update – Medical Certification

(Continued)

• Medical Examiners (ME) will report the medical results to the State 
Drivers License Authority 
• Failed medical will result is a CDL Cancellation

• Drivers who pass the medical exam will maintain the current CDL status.

• Motor Carriers/Drivers no longer need to send the medical 
documents to the State Drivers License Authority.

What is the obligation to the motor carrier?

• You must ensure you are sending the driver to a qualified ME and 
collect the medical certification to maintain in the DQ File.



Update – Medical Certification

Who needs a Medical Certification?

1. A CDL Driver who operates in Interstate or Intrastate Operations.

2. In Colorado a Non-CDL holder who drivers a regulated vehicle 
(10,001 GVWR or GCWR) in Interstate Commerce.

• Individual State’s have different Non-CDL driver rules. You must know each 
jurisdiction’s requirements. 

Know before you go! 



Update – Colorado Chain Law

All commercial motor vehicle drivers must carry chains from September 1 to 
May 31. This applies to all vehicles with a GVWR/GCWR of 16,001 lbs or more. 
CMVs must carry chains or ATDs on all the following roads regardless of current 
weather:

• I-70 west of milepost 259 (Morrison) to the Utah border.

• Colorado Highway 9 milepost 63 to milepost 97 (Frisco to Fairplay).

• Route 40 milepost 256 (Empire) to the Utah border.

• U.S. Route 50 milepost 225 (Salida) to the Utah border.

• U.S. Route 160 milepost 304 (Walsenburg) to the New Mexico border.

• U.S. Route 285 milepost 250 (Morrison) to the New Mexico border.

• All of U.S Route 550.



Update – Chain Law

Who is required to chain 4 drive axle tires:

• Straight Trucks: 4 tire chains, 4 AutoSocks, 4 tire cables 0.415 diameters or greater, auto 
chains, or sanders.

• Single Drive Axle Combinations: 4 tire chains, 4 AutoSocks, auto chains, or sanders. No 
cables are allowed.

• Tandem Drive Axle Combinations: 4 tire chains, 4 AutoSocks, 4 tire cables 0.415 diameter 
or greater, auto chains, or sanders. If chains are on the 2 outside tires of one drive axle, any 
tire cable may be used to cover 2 tires on the other drive axle. AutoSocks may be used to 
cover 2 tires on the other drive axle. AutoSocks and tire cables cannot be used together.



Update – Chain Law

Who is required to chain 2 drive axle tires:

• Buses: 2 tire chains, 2 tire cables 0.415 diameters or greater, 2 AutoSocks, 
auto chains, or sanders.

• Hot shot trucking (Pickup w/Trailer): Traditional motor vehicles  that are 
pulling trailers and meet the above-listed weight criteria must also carry 
chains. 2 tire chains for singles (to affix to rear tires). Exception: Duallies need 
4 tire chains.



Update – Chain Law

The Commercial Motor Vehicle Chain Law is a requirement for all large vehicles 
to affix chains or alternate traction devices (ATDs) to all drive tires (up to four).
 
Even though it has "commercial" in the name, the requirement is based on the 
Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) or Gross Combined Weight Rating (GCWR) 
for the vehicle regardless of its use (private or commercial).

• Penalty for non-compliance with winter driving restrictions: Up to a $579 fine 
or, if you are stuck and blocking any traveled portion of the roadway the fine is 
$1,157.



Update – FMCSA Portal - Online Account

Once again, the FMCSA has updated their online programs. This seems to have 
become annual thing for the last five years… This year it is MOTIS

• Login.gov must be set up to access

• FMCSA Portal Account must be set up for every USDOT number in order to 
access the MCS-150 (USDOT Application) or any other FMCSA Program.

• Declare your service providers

• DataQs

• Safety Measurement System (SMS)

• PHMSA Hazmat Permits



What is a CMV – Recap for you!

Interstate Commerce:

Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) means any self-propelled or towed motor 
vehicle used on a highway in interstate commerce to transport passengers or 
property when the vehicle—

1) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination weight rating, or gross vehicle 
weight or gross combination weight, of 4,536 kg (10,001 pounds) or more, whichever is 
greater; or

2) Is designed or used to transport more than 8 passengers (including the driver) for 
compensation; or

3) Is designed or used to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver, and is not 
used to transport passengers for compensation; or

4) Is of any size and used in transport a hazmat requiring Placards.



What is a CMV – Recap for you!

Intrastate Commerce (Colorado rule only):

Commercial Motor Vehicle means any self-propelled or towed motor vehicle 
used on a highway in commerce to transport passengers or property when the 
vehicle—

1) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combination weight rating, or gross vehicle 
weight or gross combination weight, of 4,536 kg (16,001 pounds) or more, whichever is 
greater; or

2) Is designed or used to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver; or

3) Is of any size and used in transport a hazmat requiring Placards.



Driver Files (DQ) – Four File Process

1. Driver Qualification File (All 
DRIVERS)

2. Confidential, Drug and Alcohol 
Testing File (CDL Drivers)

3. Confidential, Safety Performance 
History File (All Drivers)

4. Human Resources File, Personnel 
File (All Drivers)



Driver 
Application

§391.21

418 8th Street SE, Unit A4

Loveland, CO 80534

www.DOTUniversity.com



Driver 
Application

Requirements:
DOB & SSN Required
3 Year Residential 
Historty



Driver 
Application
- License & Permit Info
- License Cancellations, 
Revocations, or 
Suspensions



Driver 
Application

- Experience 
§391.11(b)(3)



Driver 
Application

3 Years –
# of Accidents
# of Convictions

Can the driver follow 
instructions?



Driver 
Application

Signature Statement – 
This is set by the 
FMCSR’s



Driver 
Employment 

History

✓3 Years – All Employers during the last three years
✓Additional 7 Years – All CDL DOT Employers

➢Employment Gaps MUST be explained



Previous 
Employer 

Safety 
Performance 

History 
Investigation



Previous 
Employer 

Safety 
Performance 

History 
Investigation



Previous 
Employer 

Safety 
Performance 

History 
Investigation

(Part 3 is Optional)



Annual Review 
of the Driving 

Record

You must pull 
MVRs!

- Initial MVR
- Annual MVR



Road Test

CDL Copy 
Exception…

Non-CDL 
Drivers must 

be tested!



Medical 
Certification

Non-CDL Drivers in 
INTERstate commerce 

must have a DOT 
Medical Certification!

Best Practice for CDL Drivers is to maintain 
both the Medical Long Form and Medica Card 
in the Drivers Qualification File.



DQ – Retention of Records – 49 CFR 391.51

DOT Retention of Records:

• As long as driver is employed and for 3 years thereafter.

• Employment application & all initial hiring documents.

• Previous employer contact information.
• Road test.

• MVR.       3 Years*

• Certificate of violations and annual review. 3 Years

• Medical exam certificate.    3 Years

• Medical waiver…if applicable.   3 Years



Questions?
Don’t have any questions right now? 
Feel free to contact me or my team 
later with your questions!

Front Range Compliance Services LLC

 

Ryan Byers

(720) 951-1184

ryan@frontrangecompliance.com
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